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Gentleman in Ordinary of his bedchamber. The patent
runs as follows : " That considering how great the house
of Sidenay was in England, and the rank it had always
held near the persons of the kings and queens, their
sovereigns, and desiring well and favourably to treat the
young Sir Philip Sidenay for the good and commendable
knowledge in him, he had retained and received him,"
etc. On the 9th of August " Baron Sidenay," as he is
also described in this document, took the oaths and
entered on his new office. His position at the French
Court made him to some extent an actor in the cere-
monial of Henry's wedding, which took place upon the
18th of August. It will be remembered that Margaret
of Navarre had previously been pledged to the Duke of
Guise, the ambitious leader of the League, the sworn
enemy to Reform, and the almost openly avowed aspirant
after the French Crown. Before the altar she refused to
speak or bend her head, when asked if she accepted
Henry for her husband; and her brother had to take her
by the neck and force her into an attitude of assent.
Already, then, upon the nuptial morning, ominous clouds
began to gather over the political horizon. When the
Duke of Guise marched his armed bands into Paris, the
situation grew hazardous for the Huguenots. Then
followed the attack upon Coligny's life, which exploded
like the first cannon shot that preludes a general engage-
ment. Yet the vain rejoicings in celebration of that ill-
omened marriage continued for some days; until, when
all was ready, on the 24th of August, Paris swam with
the blood of Huguenots. Anarchy and murder spread
from the Capital to the provinces; and during the seven
days and more which followed, it is not known how manyin it
